To quantify the effectiveness of home-visiting programmes in the prevention of child injury and child abuse.
Study selection Study designs of evaluations included in the review
Randomised controlled trials (RCTs) of postnatal home visiting, including at least one outcome of child injury (intentional or unintentional), were included.
Specific interventions included in the review
One or more postnatal home visits.
Participants included in the review
Parents of disadvantaged children were included.
Outcomes assessed in the review
The outcomes were occurrence of childhood injury and occurrence of suspected abuse, reported abuse, or out-of-home placement for child abuse.
How were decisions on the relevance of primary studies made?
The authors do not state how the papers were selected for the review, or how many of the authors performed the selection.
Assessment of study quality
The trials were assessed using a modification of Prendiville's criteria, evaluating the studies according to control of confounding at entry, control of selection bias, and control of information bias in outcome assessment. Scores of 1 to 3 were assigned for each of these criteria. The quality of the trials was assessed independently by two reviewers, and agreement on methodological criteria was evaluated with weighted Kappa. Each point of disagreement was settled by collaborative review.
Data extraction
Two independent assessors extracted the data, and any disagreements were settled by discussion.
Methods of synthesis
How were the studies combined? The odds ratios (ORs) were calculated directly for studies in which the injury was expressed in binary form, with the
